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SUBJ: PORTUGAL AND THE ARAB LEAGUE 

REE: (A) LISBON 6957 (NOTAL), (B) LISBON 6178, (C) LISBON 5821, 

(D) CAIRO 14792, (E) CAIRO 12381 

SUMMARY: THE GOP IS RELIEVED THAT THE ARAB LEAGUE HAS 
ABSTAINED FROM JOINT ACTION AGAINST PORTUGAL FOR 
THE LATTER'S MAY 13 DECISION IN PRINCIPLE TO APPOINT 
AN AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL. FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCES HAVE, 
HOWEVER, DENIED REPORTS THAT PORTUGAL HAS EROZEN PROGRESS 
ON RELATIONS WITH THE GOT END SUMMARY. 

1. UNGA DISCUSSIONS CONFIRMED: IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS 
WITH EMBOEF, FOREIGN MINISTRY OEFICIAL CONFIRMED THAT 
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FOREIGN MINISTER MEDIEROS FERREIRA WILL MEET WITH 
ARAB LEADERS AT UNGA TO DISCUSS PORTI IGI IFSF-ISR AEI .1 
RELATIONS, BUT DENIED REPORTS THAT THE GOP HAD AGREED 
TO DELAY APPOINTING AN AMBASSADOR TO TEL AVIV. PRESS 
REPORTS HERE HAVE QUOTED ARAB LEAGUE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
RIAD TO THE EFEECT THAT SOME MEMBER STATES HAD RECEIVED 
"EORMAL GUARANTEES" FROM THE GOP THAT PLANS TO SEND AN 
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AMBASSADOR TO TEL AVIV HAD BEEN "FROZEN." CONSEQUENTLY, 
THE LEAGUE DEEERRED EORMAL ACTION ON THE ISSUE IN 
ANTICIPATION OF TALKS BETWEEN GOP FOREIGN MINISTER 
EERREIRA AND ARAB LEADERS AT UNGA. THE EAILURE OE THE 
PORTUGUESE THUS FAR TO NAME AN AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME INDICATING THEIR WILLINGNESS 
TO ALLOW THE PLO TO OPEN AN OFEICE IN LISBON REPORTEDLY 
SOOTHED ARAB CONCERN. 

2. NEXT STEP: EOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCES DOUBT THE 

GOP WILL NAME AN AMBASSADOR TO TEL AVIV BEEORE THE END 
OE THE YEAR. THEY ADMIT THAT THE MAY 13, 1977 PORTUGUESE- 
ISRAELI COMMUNIQUE WHICH ANNOUNCED THE INTENTION OF BOTH 
GOVERNMENTS TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS AT THE AMBASSADORIAL 
LEVEL WAS "EORCED" ON THEM BY PRIME MINISTER SOARES AND 
NOW SIMPLY WISH THEY COULD LIE LOW FOR A WHILE. PS 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY RUI MATEUS, HOWEVER, CONTINUES 
TO BELIEVE AN APPOINTMENT WILL BE MADE BEFORE THE YEAR 
IS OUT ON THE BASIS OE THE SOARES COMMITMENT TO ALLON 
(REF B). 

3. THE PLO: EOREIGN MINISTRY OEEICIALS AND MATEUS HAVE 
NO PROBLEM WITH A PLO OFEICE IN LISBON BUT ALL AGREE 
THAT PLO REPRESENTATION HERE "WITH EULL DIPLOMATIC 
PRIVILEGES" WOULD HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED "VERY CAREFULLY." 
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4. COMMENT: THE GOP IS OBVIOUSLY RELIEVED OVER THE 
ARAB LEAGUE DECISION BUT IS BY NO MEANS OFE THE HOOK. 
EUTURE PROGRESS ON THIS ISSUE MAY WELL HINGE ON 
EOREIGN MINISTER FERREIRA'S UNGA DISCUSSIONS. 

CARLUCCI 
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